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DR. SOLOMON BILILIGN OF N.C. A&T 

HONORED BY UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
 

GREENSBORO – One of North Carolina A&T State University’s most accomplished faculty 

members has been awarded a new honor.  Dr. Solomon Bililign, professor of physics, has been 

named a 2010 Alumni Fellow by his doctoral alma mater, the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

of the University of Iowa. 

 

Bililign is director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration-Interdisciplinary 

Scientific Environmental Technology Cooperative Science Center at N.C. A&T.  The center is a 

consortium of seven universities, led by A&T.  It provides research to NOAA addressing 

specific climate- and weather-related concerns, such as hurricanes, droughts, tornadoes, global 

warming, and ecosystem degradation. 

 

On his visit to Iowa City last month to accept the award, Bililign presented a public lecture, 

“Research and Education in Geosciences – the Need for an All-Inclusive Interdisciplinary 

Approach to Address Problems of Global Significance.” 

 

Bililign received his Ph.D. in physics at Iowa in 1991.  He received his bachelor of science degree 

in physics education and master’s in surface science from Addis Ababa University.  He also 

received a certificate from the International Center for Theoretical Physics in Trieste, Italy.  He 

joined the A&T faculty in 1993.  
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A researcher in the field of atmospheric chemistry and chemical physics, Bililign is an advocate 

for international research collaboration between U.S. and African scientists. He is a member and 

founder of the Ethiopian Physics Society and a member of the National Society of Black 

Physicists, and has been working to attract underrepresented groups to the geosciences. 

 

Among his honors at A&T are the Senior Researcher of the Year Award, 2002, and Teacher of 

the Year in the College of Arts & Sciences, 2006. 

 

The Department of Physics at the University of Iowa is best known for its longtime 

distinguished professor and chair, the late Dr. James Van Allen, one of the scientific heroes of 

early space exploration and discoverer of the Van Allen belts of radiation around the Earth. 

 

For more on research and researchers at North Carolina A&T, visit the Aggie Research blog, 

http://aggieresearch.wordpress.com/ or website, http://www.ncat.edu/~divofres/.  Aggie 

Research also can be found on Twitter (@aggieresearch) and Facebook (Aggie Research). 

 

About North Carolina A&T 

 

North Carolina A&T is a public, high research activity, 1890 land-grant university committed to 

exemplary teaching and learning, scholarly and creative research, and effective engagement and 

public service. The University offers degrees at the baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels 

and has a commitment to excellence in a comprehensive range of academic disciplines. Our 

unique legacy and educational philosophy provide students with a broad range of experiences 

that foster transformation and leadership for a dynamic and global society. 

 

The Division of Research and Economic Development (DORED) manages A&T’s $60 million-a-

year research enterprise.  DORED’s mission is to lead the university in:  

 Exploring possibilities by providing service to the campus and an enabling research 

environment that fosters creativity, collaboration and community; 

 Discovering the future by empowering faculty and students to achieve innovative 

solutions to the world’s most daunting challenges in energy, climate change, drug 

discovery, nanoengineering, and global health; 

 Becoming a brand name in research innovation leading to economic prosperity, and a 

place where scholars are globally engaged to seek solutions to local, national, and global 

social, health, and economic problems. 
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