
               

  
Overview: 
The Carolina Comprehensive NIMHD Research Center (Project EXPORT) is pleased to announce a call for 
pilot grant proposals contributing to the improvement of minority health and/or the elimination of health 
disparities. The purpose of this call for proposals is to encourage pilot research projects which will be part of 
the Carolina Comprehensive NIMHD Research Center. These pilots should be completed within 12 months 
and have the potential to lead to a larger federally or foundation funded award application. We are interested in 
a various types of research including basic, clinical, behavioral, social sciences, translational, and 
communications research as well as population-based studies. Research should target one or more of the 
following diseases or conditions which have been identified by our African American Church Network as 
priority health concerns: cardiovascular disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, infant mortality, 
mental health, and obesity.  The size of these pilot awards is significantly greater with this program than has 
been the case in prior years.  We will allocate $75,000 for each of the two awards.  Our expectation is that the 
scope of the follow-on external grant proposal resulting from this pilot work will be significant, since the size of 
the pilot funding is substantial.  

 
Eligibility: 

1. Principal investigator must be on faculty at one of the following institutions: 
 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill North Carolina Central University 
Elizabeth City State University Shaw University 
Fayetteville State University St. Augustine’s College 
Johnson C. Smith University University of North Carolina at Pembroke 
Meharry Medical College Winston Salem State University 
North Carolina A&T University  

 
2. Priority will be given to new investigators who have not yet been the lead investigator on a federally 

funded research project (RO-1 or equivalent), or investigators changing their research focus to health 
disparities. All new investigators are required to have an identified faculty mentor for the project. New 
investigators are required to submit a letter of support from their faculty mentor with their application. 
Faculty at local Minority Serving Institutions (MSI) are strongly encouraged to identify a UNC-Chapel 
Hill collaborator and UNC-Chapel Hill investigators are also strongly encouraged to collaborate with 
faculty from local Minority Serving Institutions. 
 

3. Senior faculty who are changing their current research focus to address racial/ethnic health disparities, 
are eligible for funds. The requirement to have a mentor identified is not applicable. However, the 
emphasis on collaboration holds for senior faculty. 
 

4. Involvement of graduate students and post-doctoral students is encouraged, but the requirement that a 
faculty member be the PI is firm. 
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Types of Research Supported:  

Priority will be given to: 

 
1. Research that includes intervention studies, and trials that lead to novel interventions as well as 

research that focuses on the development of new Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) 
partnerships. 
 

2. Interdisciplinary research or research that cuts across two or more of the above diseases or conditions. 
 

3. Research that improves approaches for diagnosis, prevention, and treatment or examines pathways to 
disparities in health outcomes. 

 
4.   Proposals that make use of the existing EXPORT infrastructure components including our Church 

Network are strongly encouraged (this EXPORT component is described in further detail below). 
 

Carolina Church Network –EXPORT has established a faith-based research network of African 
American churches who are interested in working together as community partners to identify and 
eliminate health disparities in their communities. Through this church network, churches are able to 
communicate with each other and researchers to assure that research in their community is responsive 
to their immediate health needs.  To date, 23 churches have been recruited into this network with a 
goal of 25 network churches by December 1, 2011. 

 
Email of Intent (optional) 
A non-binding email of intent is requested to help us better plan for the review session. Please email Michelle 
Manning (mmanning@schsr.unc.edu) with the following information by May 13, 2011: 
 
· Principal Investigator 
· Faculty Mentor (if applicable) 
· Proposed Topic 
· Department Name 
· Institution Name 
 
Guidelines for Proposal 
One electronic copy of the completed, ten-page proposal will be due by 5:00 p.m. on May 27, 2011 to 
Michelle Manning at mmanning@schsr.unc.edu. The proposal should not exceed 10 double spaced pages  
(1 inch margins; font at least 11-point) and include: 
 
Title Page (not included in 10 page limit) 
· Project Title 
· Name, professional title, department, institution, address, work telephone number(s), e-mail 
  address and fax number 
· Abstract 
· Signature and contact information of Institution’s Research Official or Director of Sponsored 
  Research (if outside UNC-Chapel Hill) or Department chairperson (UNC Chapel Hill) 
 
Research Plan (maximum of 10 double-spaced pages) 
· Specific Aims and Rationale; clearly define the racial/ethnic health disparity issue and how the  
  proposed study addresses the problem 
· Background and Significance 
· Research Design and Methods (detailed analysis plan) including: 

- Study population 
- Data collection & measurement 
- Analysis Plan 



· Summary, including: 
- Strengths and limitations 
- Significance 
- Relevance to health disparities 

· Proposed project timeline 
· Brief human subjects section; however, IRB approval is not required prior to submission. IRB approval will be                                                                           
required prior to release of any funds. 
 
In addition to the contents of the 10 pages outlined above, applicants are to provide: 
· A list of references cited in the proposal; 
· Appendices, ONLY if necessary for materials such as copies of survey instruments; 
· Budget and budget justification; 
· Two-page Curriculum Vitae (may use federal forms, such as the PHS398 biosketch form); and 
· Faculty-Mentor’s biosketch and letter of support, if required 
 
*NOTE: Please include all of the above items (including references, budget, budget justification, CV 
and faculty-mentor biosketch) within one document. The only additional documents allowed will be 
scanned copies of your letters of support and a copy of the scanned or faxed cover page with an 
official signature* 
 
Budget Guidelines: 
We have $150,000 for pilot grants this year and therefore anticipate funding 2 proposals with a maximum of 
$75,000 each in direct costs. The projects must be completed within twelve months and award funds may be 
used for data collection, mailing of surveys, analyses of any type, interventions, or for other resources 
necessary to complete the project. Given the short time line, the ability to conduct rapid start up and 
completion of projects is a priority. However, award funds may not be used to pay for university overhead, 
clinical patient care, for the purchase of computer hardware, food, or investigator travel to conferences or 
meetings. While funds may be used to pay for a percentage of a faculty member’s salary or an MSI 
investigator’s ‘release time’ from courses, the salary support should be proportional to the proposed work and 
timeline. Funds to support a research assistant are also allowed. 
 

**Note: UNC Chapel Hill investigators cannot request overhead as described above, however, 
MSI applications can request F&A at their federally negotiated rate in addition to their direct 
costs.  
 
Review Criteria: 
Applications will be evaluated based on scientific merit. It is the researcher’s responsibility to present the 
proposal in a clear and logical fashion, to make a convincing case for the significance of the work and to 
present sufficient detail about the research plans so that an adequate evaluation of the proposal can be made. 
Included in the consideration of merit are: 
 
1) relevance of the proposed study to racial/ethnic health disparities; 
2) significance of the work; 
3) focus on recommended condition-specific priorities listed in the RFA 
4) soundness of the proposed methods; 
5) feasibility of accomplishing the stated goals of the project; 
6) potential for contributing to or fostering further research in the area; 
7) potential for leading to additional external funding; and 
8) PI status as a new investigator, collaborative projects or a senior researcher changing 
    research focus. 
 
Funded Investigator Responsibilities: 
All pilot award recipients are required to (a) obtain IRB approval prior to the conduct of the research and file a 
copy of that approval in the EXPORT office, (b) conduct the research as proposed and further directed by 
reviewers’ comments, (c) manage their budgets and expend the grant funds in accordance with budget 
guidelines, (d) submit a progress report March 1, 2012 and a final report within 30 days after completion of the 



project, (e) acknowledge Project EXPORT as the funding source on all related manuscripts and presentations, 
and (f) be willing to present funded research at health disparities related events. Potential grant recipients are 
also encouraged to participate in the monthly Health Disparities Methods Seminars held on the UNC Chapel 
Hill campus. 
 
 
Important Dates: 
Email of Intent (optional) Due: May 13, 2011 
Proposals Due: May 27, 2011 
Earliest Anticipated Start Date: Mid June, 2011 
 
Notification of Accepted Proposal: 
Up to 2 proposals will be selected and all applicants will be notified during the second week of June, 2011. 
Please submit proposals electronically by 5:00 pm, May 27, 2011 to Michelle Manning at 
mmanning@schsr.unc.edu. 
 
For questions regarding this announcement, please contact Michelle Manning by phone (919) 966-4371 or 
email mmanning@schsr.unc.edu. 
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